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“STAND FAST, STAND EASY” 
 

With the UK about to turn to the right following Brexit at the end of the month, or not! You can be confident, your 
Branch (Br) is here, standing fast, ready to provide a platform for continuity, for you and for those who follow in 
the coming years ahead.  There are however two similarities the Br shares with Brexit; Change, one of life’s 
constants, we will continue to identify and implement that which is in the best interest of the membership, the other, 
Funding, the need to developing mechanisms and processes that will ensure the Br continues to thrive well into the 
future, our top priority for 2019!   
 
 

Branch Secretary 
Gordon Webster 

gordon.webster2@btinternet.com 
01984 295 737 

 07789 320 531 

 

ADMIN 
 

Communication 
Your Branch Committee strives to ensure that all members receive distributed information.  Communication is a 
two-way effort and we can only maintain up to date records if you advise us of any changes to your contact details. 
 

General Data Protection 
The recent changes in the Data Protection Act (May 2018) requires that we keep a record of your agreement to the 
data we hold on you.  Even though over the last few months we have requested members to complete our branch 
General Data Protection consent form, there are still a large number outstanding.  For those of you that have not 
completed the form a copy has been attached at the end of this newsletter, please use it and return it to me. 

 

Meet newly appointed Conductors RLC 
WO1 (Cdr) Karl Arnott joined the Army in February 1996 and completed basic training at the 
Army Training Regiment Pirbright, following 18 months with the REME WO1 (Cdr) Arnott 
transferred to the Royal Logistic Corps to become a Marine Engineer. 
 
As a Marine Engineer WO1 (Cdr) Arnott has served on every vessel operated by the Corps in the 
last 20 years, he has taught at the Port and Maritime Wing of the Defence Logistic School, 
completed an operational tour of Sierra Leone and a memorable posting to 417 Maritime Troop 
in Cyprus.  More recently WO1 (Cdr) Arnott worked at the Log Training and Development 
Team as a training analyst and Maritime SME before returning to 17 Regiment as the 
Regimental Marine Engineer and Marine Engineer Head of Trade. 

 
WO1 (Cdr) Arnott is married to Mel, a Primary School Teacher and they have one Son, Louis (11). As a family 
they take as many holidays as they can and enjoy camping and generally spending time outdoors.  WO1 (Cdr) 
Arnott brews his own beer (to varying degrees of success) and is a keen follower of Barrow AFC.  He dislikes pate 

Branch Chair 
Dave Patterson 

davepatterson@uwclub.net  
01446 311 424 
07964 728 107 

Karl Arnott 
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and quite often his own homebrew. 
 

Conductor Davies enlisted into the Army on the 11th September 1995 at Bristol Careers Office. 
Upon completion of Initial Basic and Trade training he was posted into 951 Vehicle Sqn, 
located within DSDC Ashchurch to work in the Vehicle Depot.  
 
In 2001 he was selected for promotion to LCpl and assigned to 623 Vehicle Troop in 
Monchengladbach where he deployed on Exercise SS3 for 7 months dealing with the inload and 
outload of vehicles for theatre. In 2004 he was selected for promotion to Cpl and posted to 

Vehicle Section at RAF Akrotiri. In 2005 he was assigned to 944 Vehicle Troop, 9 Supply Regt 
RLC and in 2007 was posted to the Vehicle Specialist Training Division (VSTD) to conduct 

instructional duties for the trade group. In 2007 he was selected for promotion to Sgt and was posted in Jan 2008 to 
17 Port and Maritime Regt RLC. During his time in the Regiment he deployed on Op Herrick 9 and 14, BFSAI and 
conducted various Port Task Groups. In 2011 he was selected for promotion to SSgt and returned to Ashchurch as 
the SNCO, Theatre Fleet Support Unit (UK). WO1 (Cdr) Davies was selected for promotion to WO2 in 2014 and 
was assigned to Stored Equipment Fleet (Germany) as the Technical Warrant Officer overseeing all vehicle 
receipts/issues and storage of vehicles in a Controlled Humidity Environment (CHE). In 2017 he was assigned to 
Stored Equipment Fleet (UK) upon promotion to WO1 where he monitors the Babcock Contract and oversees the 
external vehicle storage locations (Stafford and Kinnegar) In Feb 2019 he was appointed as a Conductor. 
 
 

Conductor KC Bennett enlisted into the Army in June 1998 at the Army Recruitment Centre, 
Oxford. Following his completion of Basic Training at Army Training Regiment, Pirbright, WO1 
(Cdr) Bennett completed Trade Training as a Royal Logistic Corps Supply Controller. He 
remained in this CEG for 12 Years gaining a great deal of corporate knowledge before making the 
decision to Re-Trade to Royal Logistic Corps Systems Analyst. WO1 (Cdr) Bennett has deployed 
on numerous Operational Tours, which have included; Operations Palatine, Banner, Telic and 
Herrick. 
 
WO1 (Cdr) Bennett has come to terms with the fact that his illustrious sporting career has ended 
abruptly due to injuries, however he still attempts an occasional game of Golf and enjoys 

spectating Football whenever he can. He has two children, Abigail, aged 15 and Jack, aged 13. 
 
 

Conductor I Griffiths was born in 1977 and, after several years working in the hospitality industry 
in London, he joined into the Royal Logistic Corps in 1997.  Following completion of basic 
training at Army Training Regiment Pirbright WO1 (Cdr) Griffiths completed his trade training as 
a Logistic Specialist (Chef) at the Army School of Catering in Aldershot.  Immediately after 
competing Phase 2 training he joined his first unit, 16 (Air Defence) Regiment Royal Artillery. 
During his regimental service he served in the United Kingdom, Germany and Cyprus in a range of 

first line and special forces units.  More recently he was selected to undertake a Divisional Catering 
Warrant Officer role at 1 (United Kingdom) Division where he supported the Divisions return to the 
United Kingdom from Germany and change over to the Adaptable Force role.  Having deployed on 
numerous operational deployments and exercises commitments throughout his career, he was 

selected for the Head of Trade appointment at Army Headquarters in May 2018.  With an intimate understanding of 
logistic food service and supporting contracts he now finds himself best placed to shape the future success of his 
trade.  
 
 
Conductor Neil Scott, Driver Trade, Command Master Driver Army Headquarters, Andover 

Jethro Davies 

Kevin Bennet 

 

Simon 
Griffiths 
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Thu 16th May 19 at 1630hrs, RLC Assoc AGM, Deepcut 
Sat 6th Jul 19, RLC Open Day, South Cerney 
Thu 3rd Aug 19, Army Foundation College, Harrogate 
Sat 8th Aug 19, Army Foundation College, Harrogate 
Fri 21st Jun 19, Annual Parchment Ceremony, Deepcut.  HRH attending! 
Fri 20th Sep 19. AGM & IT Workshop, 6 Regt RLC 
Sat 21st Sep 19, Visit to York Minister & Annual Dinner Night, 6 Regt RLC  
2020, Battlefield Tour/Cultural City Visit, France or Belgium (TBC)  
 

Diary Dates 

 

Branch Treasurer & QM 
Bob White 

rjwhite@01@btinternet.com 
01270 623 830 

 07790 608 994 
 

FINANCE & MERCHANDISE 
 
The 59 Club - Cancelled    
In the last Newsletter members were asked to confirm their interest in joining the new 59 Club lottery 
syndicate. Unfortunately, response was rather underwhelming and with insufficient members signing up it 
has been decided not to continue with this project.      
 

Healthcare Lottery    
We will continue to run the Healthcare Lottery syndicate. Any member wishing to join, please get in touch 
Bob White, contact details above.   
 

Merchandise 
Item Price Incl PP Description Sizes 

Branch Tie £17.50 RLC colours with Conductors’ Badge  
Branch Pin £1.00 Circular Conductors motive as above 

with pin/clip fastener 
New 50 Pence Piece 

Branch Plaque £25.00 Conventional Wall Plaque with central 
Conductors’ Badge 

7” X 6” 

Conductor Cuff 
Links 

£25.00 Circular Conductors motive as above.  New 20 pence piece 

Framed Bullion 
Conductors’ Badge 

£65.00 Bullion embroidered Conductors’ rank 
badge 

6” badge inside 11” square 
wooden frame. 

Polymer Thermal 
Travel Mug 

£10.00 White body with branch logo on two 
sides, black handle and lid.   Fits in most 
car drinks holder. 

15 cm high, holds ¾ pint 

Shirt Male £31.50 Made by Premier.  Button down collar, 
Breast pocket and Branch Logo and title 
above.   Light Blue colour 

Standard Collar sizes. 

Shirt female £31.50 As for men’s’ shirt Sizes 8 to 26 
Sweatshirt Navy 
Blue 

£22.50 Unique Classic; Set in sleeves; Ribbed 
Cuffs; 50%polyester/50%cotton: Navy 
Blue. 

Contact Bob to discuss best 
fit size. 
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Branch Fundraising 
Aubrey Smith 

Smith.aubrey@btinternet.com 
01264 332 207 

 07864 431 445 
 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Helping You, Helping the Branch! 
Our top priority for 2019 is to increase available Br funds, so you pay less, and we can do more. We are committed 
to fully exploiting all available fundraising options, leading to a sustained increase of funds.     
 
No names, no pack drill, someone once said…“Why bother fundraising, if members want to attend a branch 
events, they’ll pay the going rate?” 
 
There’s a good reason for bothering, we want to reduce members event costs down to the absolute minimum.  How 
would you like to attend Br events for FREE?  Yes, that’s right, nothing, zero, naught!  No, this is not pie in the sky, 
rather a tall order, but then, Conductors are no strangers when it comes to raising their game to meet a challenge.  
Take a good look at our fundraising projects below, all ready and waiting for you to take advantage of.  So, no 
apologies for putting out the red carpet and promoting our fundraising projects.  Helping you, helping the branch!  
 
Up first, our new and exciting fundraising project…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's simple to use and it's free. Since being launched in 2005, easyfunding has 
helped thousands of good causes raise money simply by shopping online.  
With a community of over 1.5 million loyal supporters they have so far raised 
over £26 million. 
 
How does it work? easyfundraising 
turns your everyday online shopping 
into free donations for the Branch. Just 
start your online shopping first at 
easyfundraising, then shop as normal. 
Their retailers will then make a small 
donation to us to say “thank you”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click & Ctrl to watch video 
 

Dear Member, 
 
We need your help! If you shop online, please could you sign 
up to easyfundraising to support Conductors' Branch - The 
Royal Logistic Corps Association.  
 
It’s a really easy way to raise money for us – you just use the 
easyfundraising site to shop online with more than 3,500 well 
known online stores like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, 
Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S and when you make a 
purchase, the retailer sends us a free donation, at no extra cost 
to you.  
 
We want to raise as much as possible, so please visit our new 
easyfundraising page at 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/conductorsrlca/ 
and click ‘support us’. 
 
Thank you! 
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Bill protector 
2nd Landline £24 

Free Smart Meter 
Get £200 help you switch 

Single itemised monthly bill 
15% off electricity bills with 

Free LED Energy saving light bulbs 
Strong business, listed on the FTSE 250 

Which? Award Best Utility Provider 2018 
Award winning UK based Customer Service 

Free Landline & Mobile calls to UW members 
Free Gourmet card worth £69, Up to 50% off meals 

 & 40% off cinema tickets 
 

A Very British Success Story! 
Over 600K customers, 93% would recommend 

UW to Family & Friends 

 

Don’t get burnt by energy price increases in April 
Join the Br CFR scheme today 

 

1. Copy: http://www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/conductor 
into your browser. 

2. Click on the orange ‘Get a Quote’ button 
3. Click on ‘I’m not with a Partner’ tab  
4. Click on ‘Get started’ button 
 

Alternatively, call (Free) 0333 777 3 212 and quote 
branch ID B61182 

 

Reliable and Efficient - Community Fund Raising (CFR) 
Savings for You - The more great value services you take, the more you save. 
Simplicity for You - Helps members keep track of their utility spending with one monthly bill 
Service for You - Award winning Customer Service from UW UK-based team 
Monthly Donation for the Branch - Up to 5% of your monthly bill gets donated to Branch funds   
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t wait, experience Black Friday everyday with everyday shopping 



 
 The Conductor 

 

Page 7 of 18  

Monthly Donation Based on 10 x Fundraising Supporters 
Healthcare Lottery £25 - Big Win 
CFR, Average Utility Bill £150 @ 1% - 5% £15 - £75 
Easy Fundraising, £1000 Spend @ 0.5% - 4% £5 - £40  

Potential Monthly Donations £45 - £115+ 
 Answer:  

Now the Fundraising 
Makes Sense!!!! 

How easily things can stack Up! 
Taking advantage of the initiatives above, will have a positive impact on your personal finance and the branch bank 
balance.  With so many retailers involved, each offering different discounts, it’s difficult to say exactly how much you can save, or donations made to the Br, but to give 
you some idea, see the tables below. 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
and 

 
 

 
 

Based on a typical family monthly spend of £1000 

Goods 
Monthly 
Spend 

UW CashBack  
Card (£1 p/m) 

UW Gourmet Card 
(Free) 

Groceries £450 1% - 5%  
Petrol & Diesel £150 1% - 3%  
Clothes & Shoes £75 1% - 5%  
Health & Beauty £50 1% - 5%  
Household & Electrical  £50 1% - 5%  
DIY & Gardening £50 1% - 5%  
Eating Out £75 1% - 7% 25% – 50% 
Cinema / Theme Parks £50 1% 40% 
Gifts   £50 1% - 5%  

Family Monthly Savings £10 - £46 £32 -£55 

Question 1. 
 
How much can you 
save on your 
monthly shop? 
 

Question 2. 
 
Calculate total 
annual donations 
based on 100 family 
friends joining in  

Answer:  
Save BIG, get 

reductions on bills using 
Your CashBack Card 
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Branch Webmaster 
Mike Coyle 

mike.coyle@btinternet.com 
01253 761 778 

 07711 278 255 

 

MEDIA OUTLETS 
IT Wksp 
The Conductors Branch attempts to contact and connect with its members in a variety of ways. As well as 
increasingly expensive means like post or mail and telephone, we can do so via 'Digital Media'. It costs us nothing 
and in most cases communication is instant.  So, it’s important then that members know how to interrogate our 
various IT platforms.  
 
It’s true, in the world of Information Technology (IT) change is ever constant.  There’s always some new must have 
computer wizardry being advertised, endless updates to be made and more ‘How do I’ queries to be answered.  To 
help you tackle your way around the various Br IT platforms, we’ve come up with the idea of holding an IT Wksp 
following this year’s AGM.  So if you have a ‘How do I’ question that needs answering, please get in touch with 
Mike, contact details at the top of this page.    
  

The Conductors Website 
This is a secure, easy access website located at: www.rlc-conductor.info. It has been online for nearly 20 years. The 
site provides a focal point and a shop window for the Appointment. It contains useful history of the Appointment 
and stories of those who have held it. The website also provides a vehicle for communication via a dedicated email 
address from the site, available for the public. This route brings in details of past Conductors for inclusion in our 
own ‘Roll of Honour’. It also brings in requests for help from Family History researchers with Conductors in their 
family trees. 

Its objectives are clear:   To provide information on the Honourable and Ancient Appointment of Conductor, the 
senior non-commissioned appointment in the British Army and some ex-colonial Armies.  It provides a focus for 
enquiry, contact and information for both serving and retired Conductors and attempts to record the details of 
Conductors, past and present through its ‘Roll of Honour’. 

The site includes a ‘Members Area’ accessed by secure Username & Password, supplied and controlled on request 
by the webmaster at: Webmaster@rlc-conductor.info 

The Conductors Blog 
The ‘Blog’ can be found at: ‘rlcconductors.wordpress.com’.  The aim of the blog is to provide ‘space for stories, 
biographies and articles relating to the Appointment of Conductor; the senior Non-Commissioned appointment in 
the British Army.’  The site is free to run and visit and is dependent on contributions from members and others.  
Additional contributions have been made by New Zealand researchers on the history of the RNZAOC. Members 
wishing to include their own stories or the Conductor’s stories from their family can do so by using the ‘Contact’ 
page to provide a short summary of the story, you can also comment on the Blog or any of the stories. 

The Conductors Facebook Page 
Our presence on Facebook enables members to make free and direct contact with and comment on, the Conductors 
community. It provides a space to advertise and promote events and a means of distribution of public information.  
All posts are made public, although all are moderated by the webmaster before publication, simply for decency and 
conformance with security of contributors, the law and good practice. Posts can be made by members and the public 
alike. The Facebook page is at: ‘@ConductorsBranch’ 
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Email contact via ‘MailChimp’ 
Increasingly, the branches need the ability to distribute email in a fast and effective way, although Email hosts and 
software providers are becoming wary of personal account being used for volume distribution, often limiting the 
number of recipients. Facility providers like MailChimp allow a free service enabling secure and convenient 
volume distribution of emails and material, like newsletters from the branch. Emails between the Branch 
Management Team continues via personal accounts.  

File storage and access via DropBox 
The operational and strategic demands of running a grouping like the Conductor’s Branch, involve development of 
policies & procedures; guidelines & administration and a space to store accessible and updated files available to all 
our members and to the Management Team managing the Branch. DropBox provides that facility for us. It’s a free 
‘Cloud Based’ storage area for files of relevance to members and fully accessible by all. There are two distinct 
folders within, one for the Branch management Team mainly holding working copies and confidential documents 
relating to the Members contact and membership details.  

The second folder holds information of benefit to members and all members are entitled to access. Simply drop the 
Webmaster a line requesting access and a link will be sent. DropBox should be a regular stopping off point for all 
members to update them on all matters relating to their membership, and branch activities, or simply browse 
through the collection of files. `  

Getting things done via ‘WunderList’ 
The Branch Management Team use Wunderlist software to manage the day to day ‘To-Do’ lists. It enables the 
Team to see what’s required, by when and by whom, from a central source. Completed tasks can be seen by the 
Team. 

 

Branch Public Relations 
Colin Slade 

cslade198@gmail.com 
 07786 941 380 

 

NOTICES 
 

Three very different perspectives of RLC trades on Exercise SAIF SAREEA 3 
 

Life on the Oman road by DTTO Class 3 LCpl King  
Ex SAIF SAREEA 3 was an inter-operability exercise between the British 
Military and Omani Forces which was previously conducted in 2001.  19 Tank 
Transporter Squadron, 27 Regiment RLC, deployed to provide a heavy lift 
capability to the lead armoured Battle Group that deployed from 1 Armoured 
Infantry Brigade.  I was part of a troop strength of Driver Tank Transporter 
Operators (DTTOs) along with several Sponsored Reservists, who regularly 
deploy with the Squadron.  
 
The initial workload started with moving equipment on its arrival from the 
ROROs at Duqm Port to the main Joint Logistic Support Base (JLSB).  There 
was a variety of different loads moved, from CVRT to MBT and even ISO 
containers along with the infamously large Rough Terrain Container Handler 
(RTCH) used to load them.   
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The next task was to ensure the fleet of fourteen HET’s were fully serviceable and ready to use at the battlegroups 
disposal. This was extremely challenging due to the hot climate and extremely critical timings which had to be met. 
 
New orders came in to move heavy armour from the JSLB to 
the main exercising assembly area at Shafa Camp.  On route, 
we stopped at the Convoy Support Centre, to overnight, refuel 
and getting some well-earned rest ready for the final leg of the 
journey. 
Myself and my co driver shared the driving on journeys lasting 
up to 12 hours each way under testing conditions dealing with 
heat and demanding road conditions.  These moves enabled 
me to understand my role as a DTTO and identify what 
equipment the Battle Group had to play with.  
 
With the tactical exercise phase in progress this gave the HET 
troop much needed time to regenerate the HETs and take some 
much needed rest, conducting Adventure Training which 
ranged from snorkelling through to mountain biking 

throughout the rugged mountain area and even chance to 
visit the capital Muscat.  
 
After the live fire power demonstration, the main effort for 
us was to recover the heavy armour and artillery back to 
JLSB.  Due to some heavy use over the exercise there 
were several dead loads unable to drive onto our trailers, 
this meant pulling the winches out and conducting several 
winch jobs, which in this heat was extremely testing, but 
gave us a great sense of achievement once the HETs were 
ready for the road.    
 

Systems Analyst on Ex SAIF SAREEA 
By WO2 Jason McConnell MBE, SSgt Nicholas Burger and SSgt Nicholas Nelson 

Ex SAIF SAREEA 3 was a bilateral exercise conducted with the Sultan of Oman's 
Armed Forces. The Ex was defence’s main effort for 2018. 

3XX requested L3 support for a Systems Analyst to undertake a recce in Mar 18. This 
recce was conducted by myself with CSS Gp (1 RLC), BG (1 Mercian) and 1 Sig Bde 
where concepts and plans were being forged from a blank canvas.  
 
Given the dispersed nature of 
the locations for Ex SS3 a 
requirement to travel across the 
country was paramount to 
ensure suitable plans were 
being considered for all 
outstations. 
 

Post the recce, invitations to both JFCIS and Logistic 
working groups (PJHQ) enabled the Systems Analyst to add 
value to the bigger OPCIS picture or fundamentally utilise its 
own capability and operate independently to ensure greater 
logistical coverage across OMAN on behalf of the users.  
Two RLC Systems Analysts deployed to Ex SAIF SAREEA 
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3; however, this was staged into two phases. Both Systems Analyst were continually surged to outstations to either 
setup their LogIS or to provide L3 support in resolving any problems with either network or applications.   
 
SSgt Nicholas Burger deployed on the 27 Jun 18 with the Theatre Enabling Group.   

The main task prior to the Joint Logistical Supply Base (JLSB) being taken over by Defence Infrastructure 
Organisation (DIO) from the Port of DQUM Company was to recce and establish where the TEG logistic entities 

wanted to setup their Logistic Information Systems Deployed Hardware 
(LIDH).  

After the initial setup of the TEG a site visit to key Ex SS3 areas was 
conducted to obtain a greater understanding of the user’s aspirations for 
the deployment of LIDH pan Oman. 

Forecasting when and where users would arrive in Oman in line with 
Intial/Full Operating Capability was necessary to ensure early engagement 
in our efforts to support LIDH.  

Once all the LIDH locations were established Cyber Compliance Checks 
were instigated by 591 SU and 215 MI Section.  Systems Analyst support 
was divided North/South to provide maximum coverage for L3 Log IS 
support.   

Ex SS3 ended for myself on the 10 Oct 18 after handing over my 
responsibilities to SSgt Nelson.  The success of my deployment was steered by all groups and agencies that 
supported the effort of bringing the LIDH deployment together.   

The TEG was established and all enabling troops filtered through the ROSM process before being released to their 
respective working locations.  SSgt Nicholas Nelson deployed to SHAFA with the CSS Gp, with an objective of 
facilitating the LogIS infrastructure into what was going to be the largest of the UK Camps with in Oman.  
 
The requirement and tempo for me initially was substantial as the user’s reliance on the Systems Analyst was high 
given the lack of exposure to the LogIS equipment’s being used.  Once completed SHAFA had the largest foot print 
of LogIS in the region, roughly dispersed across a 4 square kilometre AOR, but was easier to manage as they were 
local. As the fire power demo concluded, the tempo for the Systems Analyst increased dramatically to keep track of 
commodities as sites were closing and re-establishing at JLSB. 
 
Ex SS3 was an outright success for the Systems Analyst as further understanding of our capability from a planning, 
development and delivery standpoint are no longer understood by the few, but now by the many.  Increasing efforts 
will endure post this Ex to ensure we continue to demonstrate across Defence that LogIS and the RLC Systems 
Analyst continues to translate requirements and deliver critical Logistic Services to the Joint Force in the deployed 
space. 
 
Driver Communications (Comms Spec. Trade) 
 
The recently appointed Head of Trade, Driver Communications Specialists, writes;  I look forward to what the next 
3 years in post have in store for me. Periodic input here will enable me to give an update on what we have achieved 
and the direction that we are travelling to the Corps and the readers of the journal. 
 
What we have been doing: 
The Comms Spec trade have been deployed across a myriad of testing environments supporting numerous exercises 
in the Joint Space working not only alongside our partners in UK Defence but also in conjunction with 
multinational elements. I highlight 2 instances out of many over the last 6 months in particular: 
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Exercise Intergrated Serpent 
The 2nd Medical Brigade Communications Specialists deployed to Sennelager, Germany in October 2018 to conduct 
an interoperability exercise with the US Army Medical service. The exercise tested both the UK and US Main 
Treatment Facility (MTF) which incorporated both nations Patient Care Pathway and tracking multinational patients 
going through both facilities. Alongside the clinicians and other medical personnel, the G6 teams got the 
opportunity to develop cross pollination communications between the facilities. This incorporated the use of 
numerous communications assets including a Tactical Voice Bridge (TVB) which linked both nations’ radio nets, 
providing an all informed net across the tactical space. 
ComBAT was used for the UK MFT to send R2s and other 
critical information back to the Patient Evacuation 
Coordination Cell (PECC).  In the absence of Royal 
Signals communications systems to support the 
deployment BOWMAN was tested to the extreme, 
delivering results and proving it still has a place in the 
modern-day environment.  
 
Cpl Coleman 2 Med Bde. “We linked communications for 
casualty evacuation using various systems and ComBAT 
for reports and returns. It was a very eye-opening 
experience working with other nations and seeing how we 
can communicate together using a spectrum of 
communications assets”. 

 

Exercise Saif Sareea 3  
Defence’s main effort for 2018 saw over 5000 British 
troops deploy to Oman to work alongside their Omani 
partners. 9 Regt RLC led the Theatre Entry Group 
responsible for the theatre arrivals and departures of 
personnel and equipment. 1 Regt RLC providing 
support to 1 AI Bde Headquarters and the Exercising 
Battlegroup. The main exercise was split into 3 phases, 
presenting greater challenges across communications 
networks with every step as the distances and flow of 
communications traffic increased. In addition to this 
the arid desert conditions created greater levels of 
difficulty. Notably at the peak of the exercise a tactical 
communications network was maintained across a 180 

km Battle lane using solely BOWMAN communications incorporating rebroadcast stations and a display of 
expertise. The deployed troops admitted that this experience gave the opportunity to test and refine their skills with 
the environment testing equipment and amplifying any mistakes made. 

 
Cpl Hogg 1 RLC.  “This was the first deployment for me as a 
Section Commander. It gave me chance to develop my 
leadership skills and I was allowed freedom of movement with 
my section. It also gave me the chance to practically conduct 
my trade within a harsh environment. Towards the end of Ex 
SS3 I was awarded the Land Component Commanders Coin, 
something I am very proud of”.  

 
The Future of Communications: 
As part of the whole LE TacCis overhaul, BCiP 5.6 in now 
being delivered across Defence, this is the first of some major 
changes to the way that our armed forces communicate. The 
changes at this stage are relatively subtle, with some new user 
interfaces improving data entry and providing greater levels of 
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battlefield situational awareness. The biggest improvement is in respect of the software packages with notable 
upgrades to ComBAT. 1 Armoured Medical Regiment Comms Troop were the first RLC supported entity to receive 
this uplift in the last quarter of 2018. The unit RSWO took the opportunity at the recent trade study day to deliver a 
presentation sharing his experiences and spreading best practice tips to the audience. 
 
 

 
Letters 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reply sent by Mike Coyle 
 

What is the biggest thing you wrote off? 
In 1972, Bob Le Vaillant was serving with the Royal Navy on board HMS Ark 
Royal in the North Atlantic. During a bout of particularly foul weather, a 
Buccaneer fighter jet broke its mooring chains and rolled off the flight deck never 
to be seen again.  
 
While looking through Facebook a couple of weeks ago, Bob was amazed to 
discover a picture of what he assumed was the same incident. Closer examination 
and a little further research showed the picture to have been taken in 1974 and just 
off Plymouth. It was a Training Film produced by the Navy to teach them how to 
tie things down properly!  
 
Here is the Aviation Report. Follow the link to the short training film 
http://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/wiki.php?id=157090 
 
Two fighter jets now on the sea bed! 
 
Bob remembers the hassle he had trying to get one typewriter written off in 
BAOR in the sixties! 
 

Veterans ID 
British armed forces veterans could have their driving licences stamped with a "V", as part of plans to 
improve the recognition of their service. 
 
The move, similar to a US scheme, could see 2.5 million ex-military personnel issued with the new licence to 
"clearly distinguish" them as veterans.  The card would give holders easier access to specialist services and to 
offers, including retail discounts. 
 
PM Theresa May said veterans deserved "recognition for their sacrifice". 
 
The scheme, to be announced by the prime minister later, could be implemented in the early 2020s. 
 
Mrs May will say the card will be the first universally recognised ID for veterans in the UK and will create a new 
proof of service for veterans. 



 
 The Conductor 

 

Page 14 of 18  

The current dates for relocation are as follows: 
 

RHQ The RLC                                      Nov 19 – Jan 20 
The RLC Band Block                                          Nov 19 
Combined Offrs & Sgts Mess                           Jun 20 
WO’s and SNCO’s SLA                                       Feb 20 
The RLC Museum                                               Jun 21 
Offrs SLA                                                             Aug 21 

 
The Ministry of Defence is working with the Department for Transport and the Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency (DVLA) to adapt the design of the current driving licence.  
 
The idea came from Veterans Minister Tobias Ellwood, who said it would improve the recognition of veterans.  The 
Conservative MP for Bournemouth East said: "As a former soldier, I am aware of the personal attachment with the 
service ID.  "Carried at all times it becomes symbolic of the responsibility and there is a strange sense of loss when 
upon departing the armed forces, it is taken from you.  "I'm delighted this initiative, which sits in the Armed Forces 
Covenant, will help us all better recognise our veterans and their service to our country." 
 
Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said he hoped the card would become "a badge of honour" for veterans. "I 
hope this ID will become a badge of honour for the veteran community," he added. 
 
The proposed scheme is similar to one in the US, where ex-service personnel receive a veterans' card containing 
their names, photo and details of medals. 
 
The card is also used to access some healthcare benefits. 
 

RLC Move to Worthy Down 

Fancy a visit down under? 
Branch member Zane Mcloughlin may live on the other side of the world, but he’s not forgotten his roots and has 
made a very generous offer to member. Please let all members know that if they are ever in Sydney they are most 
welcome to stay at my pad. I will be happy to host them around Sydney.  
 

Are you a Friend of the museum? 
It cost just £1.00 a month, peanuts when you think what a grand job the staff do to reflect our history.  Just in case 
you haven’t been asked before, or you have and “lost” the application form, no problem, Friends of the Museum 
Application form is at the back of this newsletter and in the Members Area of Dropbox.   
 
None of us intend on ‘popping our clogs’ any time soon, but just remember that some of memorabilia you’ve got 
stashed away, may be just what is needed by the RLC Museum, they are desperate for a pair of “Draws, Cellular” 
so if you happen to have one in your bottom drawer they will give them a pleasant retirement home!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 The Conductor 

 

Page 15 of 18  

          Things To Do 
 

1. Send in GDP Form to Gordon 
2. Make sure the Br has my contact details 
3. Check Br Subs Bank SO set for  2nd Jan… 
4. Join CFR Club 

http://www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/conductor 
 or call 0333 777 3 212 quote B61182 
Ask about FREE light bulbs & Gourmet Card 

5. Support Br fundraising, join Easyfundraising &  
pay for stuff with UW Cashback Card 

6. Join Br Healthcare lottery. 
7. Check out Br Website, Blog and Facebook page. 
8. Consider joining ‘The Society of Friend, RLC 

Museum’  
9. Have my Say, contact the Conductors’ Branch 
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Application to Join or Renew Membership of The Friends 
 
Correct / new details if appropriate 
Full name  

Address  

Town & County  

Post Code   

email  

 
Privacy notice: The Society processes Personal Data for the purposes of communicating details of the Society’s activities and for the 
receipt of annual subscriptions. We will not disclose Personal Data to any third part without your consent unless required to do so by 
law. 

 
I wish to apply for membership of the Society of Friends of The Royal Logistic Corps Museum until further 
notice as shown below (please tick appropriate box).  In addition I wish to make a donation to the Society 
as shown below: 
 
[  ]  Individual  £12 per annum  [  ]  RLC Unit  £125 per annum 
[  ]  Life Membership £125 “one off” payment (Individuals only) 
 
Voluntary donation:  £….…    Total first payment (subscription plus donation):  £…….. 
 

Bankers Order 
Name of Account Holder  

Bank Name  

Bank Address, including 
Post Code 
 

 

Sort Code  

Account No  

 
 
Please pay to the credit of The Society of Friends of The Royal Logistic Corps Museum HSBC Bank 
plc, Tenterden, Sort Code: 40-44-08, Account No: 61589067 
 
The sum of £                    now on receipt of this mandate and thereafter the sum of   £                     on the 
first of April annually until further notice in writing, and debit my/our account accordingly.  Please cancel 
all previous Standing Orders in favour of The Society of Friends of The Royal Logisitic Corps 
Museum. 
 
Date:  ……………………     Signed:  ………………………………… 
 

Payment by Cheque 
I wish to apply for membership as stated above and enclose a cheque payable to “The Society of 
Friends of The Royal Logistic Corps Museum” 
 
Date:  ……………………     Signed:  …………………………………. 
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Please return this form to The Secretary, Society of Friends of RLC Museum, RLC Museum,                                                                  
Princess Royal Barracks, Newfoundland Road, Deepcut GU16 6RW 

THE CONDUCTORS’ BRANCH 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION CONSENT FORM 

 

General Data Protection Regulations 2018 (GDP) 
1. Member privacy is taken very seriously, and we want to communicate with members in a way which has 
their consent, and which is in line with UK law on data protection.  Because of a change in UK law, we now need 
your consent to how we contact you. Please fill in the contact details you want us to use to communicate with you. 
 
2. By completing this form, you give permission for your data to be held in The Conductors’ Branch 
database and agree that the Branch may process personal data relating to you for Branch administration 
and/or management purposes, make such data available to The Royal Logistic Corps Association and as may 
be required by law. 
 
NOTE:  Spouse /Partner details are held for administrative purposes, such as ‘name cards’.  If your Spouse 
or Partner is included in the Database, we will need their Permission as well.   
 

Personal Details 
Title 
 

First Name Surname 

D.O.B 
 

Known As Partner’s Name 

 

Contact Details 
Address 
 
Home Telephone 
 

Mobile 

Email Address 
 
 

Service History 
Army No 
 

Trade 

Demob Date 
 

Rank on Retirement 

 
3.  I consent to the Branch contacting me by: 
Post   
Home Phone   
Email 
Mobile Phone, including Text or WhatsApp 
I consent to the following Branch actions: 
  

To keep me informed about news, events and activities of the Branch. 
 
To include my details in the Branch Database which is made available to other Members. 
  
To share my contact details with the Royal Logistic Corps Association so they can keep me informed about 
news, events, activities and services.  
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You can grant consent to all the purposes; one of the purposes or none of the purposes.  Where you do not grant 
consent, we will not be able to use your personal data; (so for example we may not be able to let you know about 
forthcoming events); except in certain limited situations, such as where required to do so by law or to protect 
members of the public from serious harm. You can find out more about how we use your data from our Privacy 
Policy which is available from our website or from the Branch Secretary. 
 
You can withdraw or change your consent at any time by contacting the Branch Secretary, 4 Shakespeare Court, 
Back of Avon, TEWKESBURY, Gloucestershire GL20 5UP, email gordon.webster2@btinternet.com 
 
Please note that all processing of your personal data will cease once you have withdrawn consent, other than where 
this is required by law, but this will not affect any personal data that has already been processed prior to this point.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The RLC Association is a Registered Charity, Number 1024036 
 
 
 

Member Signed: Date: 
 

Partner Signed:  Date: 
 

Print Names: 
 
 
 
 


